Linkage analysis in two consanguineous pedigrees of Pakistani and English origin and one further Indian family in which affected subjects have Sjogren-Larsson syndrome (SLS) showed linkage to chromosome 17. Linkage of SLS to D17S783 and D17S805 has been reported in Swedish pedigrees, but since those data were generated from a single ethnic group originating from a common ancestor, there remained the question ofwhether this disease is genetically heterogeneous. This report confirms the linkage in non-Swedish pedigrees and, therefore, provides evidence to support a single locus for SLS. (J Med Genet 1996;33:258-259) 
The results are shown in the figure. Two point lod scores are shown in the table. Multipoint linkage analysis gave a maximum multipoint lod score of 5-25 at D17S783 and 5 19 at D 17S805. Pedigree 1 gave a significant maximummultipointlodscoreof3-53atD17S783.
The gene for SLS was mapped to proximal 17q in 24 Swedish families but the possibility of genetic heterogeneity could not be ruled out since these data were produced in a distinct population where affected subjects are thought to originate from a common ancestor. We have provided evidence which shows linkage of SLS to chromosome 17 in pedigrees from different ethnic groups which, therefore, supports the localisation and the hypothesis of a single locus for SLS. This information will allow carrier detection and prenatal diagnosis and will be useful in the counselling of families with SLS. 
